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Pursuit
OS 375

A TURNKEY FAMILY SPORTFISHER

- BY CHRISICASWELL

SeafTrial

SPEND A FEWHOURS ABOARD the new Pursuit OS 375 express sport-
fisher as I did, and you'll want to thank Leon Slikkers for what he

accomplished. “Leon who?” you might ask

Leon Slikkers started in the boating
industry as a carpenter at Chris-Craft
back in the 1950s, but he knew there
was a need for a high-quality boat built
from that newfangled material, fiberglass,
so he and his wife, Delores, sold their
house to buy a small plant that became
the Slickeraft Boat Co.

Slickeraft prospered and was
acquired by AMF in the late 1960s. Leon
waited a year and then launched S2
Yachts, where he built a line of sailboats
that, once again, raised the bar for qual-
ity. By the mid-1970s he introduced a
powerboat line named Tiara and later
created the Pursuit series of fishing
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machines. Over the past 50 years, Leon
Slikkers set a standard for excellence
that is continued by his children who
now run the companies.

THE NEW FLAGSHIP

So, after poking through all the
nooks of the Pursuit OS 375 and then
running it hard in the Gulf Stream,

I can say that this is a fine example
of his perfectionism.

The OS 375 is the flagship of the
Pursuit fleet and, at just inches
under 40 feet, it is big, brawny, fast
and, of course, impeccably built.
Take a glance at the photo, though,

and you'll see something unusual:
triple Yamaha outboards.

You can order the OS 375 with
twin outboards, but that would be
the nautical equivalent of buying a
Ferrari with a go-kart engine. We
topped out at over 54 mph with the
triple engines and, sure, you'll only
lose 5-8 mph with twins. But the
acceleration is ferocious with three
engines and, hey, they look pretty
cool on the stern,

[ think what impressed me most
(other than three kickers on the tran-
som) was that this is a boat for all
reasons, Pursuits have traditionally
been designed for anglers, but even
if you don’t know a jig from a spin-
ner, youll still like the OS 375
because it's just so darn civilized.



NOT YOUR AVERAGE
SPORTFISHER INTERIOR

Sportfishing boats have long had a
reputation for being stark and spartan:
boats where you hose away the potato
chips and beer spills after a weckend
fishing with the guys. But the O S
is so refined down below that you mig
find yourself spending time lounging in
the island and not even wetting a line!

The cockpit, however, is just about
perfect for fishing. Hidden in the tran-
som, there’s a 300-quart insulated fish-
box, complete with a reirigeration and
freezer svstem, and theres also a 50-
gallon lighted recirculating livewell.
Anglers will appreciate the two 4()-gal-
lon fishboxes under the cockpit sole, the
six stainless steel rod holders in the gun-
wales, locking storage on each side for
rods, and even reinforeement for a tight-
ing chair. A console holds a compre-
hensive tackle storage locker with
drawers and tubes for more lures and
gear than you can imagine.

But the cockpit is also perfect for
family entertaining, Atop that con-
sole is a concealed sink with hot and
cold water, Corian countertops, a
Kenyon electric barbecue grill and a
64-quart built-in refrigerator and
freezer. In short, everything you need
for an outing with friends.

Whether vou fish or not, everyone
will appreciate the curved scttee oppo-
site the helm, which has a backrest pad
at the forward end so vou can stretch
out and lean back comfortably.

What really blew me away on the
08 375 oceurred the minute I stepped
belowdecks. Three steps take you into
a pleasant cabin that is the very
antithesis of “a fishing boat.” There’s
teak on the bulkheads and cabinets
that gives it a warm atmosphere. The
sole is solid teak and holly, which not
only looks great, but is easy to clean,
and the upholstery on the salon fur-
niture is attractive and comfortable.

To port is a beautifully finished solid
teak table with a curved settee and back-
rest and, should the need arise, they
can become an additional berth. Behind
the settee, sliding Lucite doors open to
reveal storage and the comprehens

An Inside L ook
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The interior of the OS 375 provides ample space
for entertaining your guests comfortably.

entertainment system, which includes
aDVD plaver, 6-CD changer and option-
al Sirius satellite radio. One oddity: The
19-inch flat-screen TV is on the fo
bulkhead, so it isn’t comiortably vi
from the settee. But, according to
Pursuit, that is likely to change to a bet-
ter position on future boats.

ROOMY ENOUGH
FOR FAMILY FUN

As you'd expect, the how is filled with
a five-sided master berth that has a mem-
ory foam mattress for extra comfort. In
its normal configuration, a couple can

"Pursuit's OS 375 definitely lives
up to its designation as the com-
pany's flagship. The boat's per-
formance, sharp interior, and over-
all roominess will attract sport-
fishers and family cruisers alike."

sleep athwartships or, by pulling out a
support and adding a cushion stored
under the berth, they can sleep fore and
aft with better length.

If the Pursuit OS 375 were mine, |
might prefer to sleep in the mid-cabin,
which is neatly tucked behind the com-
panionway stairs and open to the salon.
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