Best ol Business

Fort Pierce-based Pursuit Boats’ diverse product line.
from runabouts to offshore lishing boats.
sets it apart from competitors
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uit Boats in Fort Pierce has a rich history in
the boating world and continues to be one of the
foremost leaders in high quality offshore
boats. “We want to deliver the best possib
ting experience to our customers,” said Tom
Slikkers, vice president of marketing for Pursuit.
“My father, Leon Slikkers founded this company 34 years
go bas high quality, consistency and integrity, and
se values stand today.” '

The parent company of Pursuit and sister brand, Tiara, is
52 Yachts, which Tom's father founded in 1974, “Prior to
that, my Dad started a business in 1955 with a boat brand
called Slickcraft. He grew
and matured that business
and sold it to a conglomerate
[AMF] in New York in the
late 1960s. He stayed with
them for a short time but
decided he didn’t like work-
ing for a public company.

They also had different prior-
ities and values on running
the company so in 1973 they
parted ways and he started
52 Yacl

Initially, because of a no-
compete clause, 52 only man-
ufactured sailboats. But when
the no-compete date passed,
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